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Our country, our city of Paris in particular, has been the scene of violence 

and unprecedented barbarity this week. For a long time, war and death 
were always somewhere else but, even during that time, French soldiers 

were engaged in peacekeeping operations in different countries. Some 

have paid for it with their lives.  
 

Now violent death has suddenly come upon us. France and countries 
beyond our borders are in shock. Most of our people look at these events 

as a call to rediscover a number of the fundamental values of our Republic 
such as freedom of religion and freedom of conscience. The spontaneous 

events of recent days have been marked by deep reflection, without any 
expression of hatred and violence. Sadness and grief have united the 

French in the belief that we all have something to defend.  
 

Cartoons even ones that are distasteful and gravely unjust cannot justify 

murder. Freedom of the press, whatever the cost, is a sign of a mature 

society. That men born in our country, our fellow citizens, can think that 

the only way to reply to mockery or insult is to murder the authors asks 

serious questions of our society. That French Jews are singled out once 

again to suffer because of the troubles that afflict our society increases 

the gravity. We also pay tribute to the dead police officers who were just 

doing their duty.  

 

I encourage the Catholics of Paris to pray to the Lord for the victims of the 
terrorists, their spouses, their children and their families. Pray also for our 

country; that moderation, restraint, and self-control that have been shown 
so far will be continued in the weeks and months ahead. We pray that 

nobody indulges in panic or hatred; that nobody tries to identify a few 
fanatics with an entire religion. We also ask for prayers for the terrorists 

who discover the truth of God’s judgement.     
 

We ask for the grace to be peacemakers. We should never despair of 

peace, if we build justice. 
 

+Cardinal André Vingt-Trois 
Archbishop of Paris 
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